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VA to close credit union for 


BY JUSTIN WINGERTER 
Staff Writer 
jwingerter@oklahoman.com 


If you walk through the north 
entrance of the Oklahoma City 
VA Medical Center and down 
the long hallway ahead, you will 
pass what Wade Vlosich calls 
“prime real estate.” 


It’s a small, nondescript room 
with a narrow doorway through 
which a wheelchair hardly fits. 
Vlosich, the hospital’s director, 
plans to convert it into a trans- 
portation room, where veterans 
can receive assistance with their 
wheelchair or arrange vehicle 
transportation. 

Currently, it is a branch of the 


Oklahoma Federal Credit Union, 
a staple in the hospital since the 
Truman administration. By the 
end of the month, that will be 
closed, leaving some veterans 
“concerned and distraught,” the 
credit union’s president says. 
Vlosich’s decision to end 
a partnership with the credit 
union — a partnership he says 


was never codified in signed 
contracts — is one of many 
moves that he and supporters 
believe will improve medical 
care and make the Oklahoma 
City VA better stewards of tax- 
payer dollars. The moves have 
ruffled feathers, however, and 
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6 Get these kids to school ® 


Truants could 


get a visit from 
the sheriff 


BY BEN FELDER 
Staff Writer | bfelder@oklahoman.com 


MUSTANG — Deputy Doug Gerten 
parked his patrol car along a quiet 
street in a Mustang subdivision, 
walked up to the brick condomin- 
ium and was just a few steps up the 
driveway before a woman hurriedly 
walked out of the garage, holding 
back tears as she explained her situ- 
ation. 

“He just doesn’t want to go to 
school,” the single mother said 
about her teenage son, who refused 
to leave his room. “He won’t listen 
tome.” 

Gerten, who is a member of the 
Canadian County Sheriff’s juvenile 
investigations unit, walked into the 
house and knocked on the teenag- 
er’s bedroom door. 

“Let’s go,” Gerten instructed the 
boy, who was absent from his 
ninth-grade classes. 

As the boy yelled back, his mother 
shookher head. 

“I don’t know what to do with 
this child,” she said. 

“Stick to your guns,” Gerten 
responded. 

After a few minutes of negotiat- 
ing at the bedroom door, the teen- 
ager left the house and decided to 


ABOVE: Canadian County Sheriff 
Deputy Doug Gerten, with the juve- 
nile investigations unit, follows a 
parent’s car Nov. 15 to make sure a 
child gets to school after an assis- 
tance call in Mustang. 


LEFT: Gerten speaks to a child who 
had locked himself in a bedroom 
and refused to go to school. 


[PHOTOS BY CHRIS LANDSBERGER, 
THE OKLAHOMAN] 
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Officials ee 7 
val Former county jail up for auction 
a Jefferson 
County 
Detention BY DALE DENWALT that were keptin Waurika. ers, said local inmates are now 
Center Capitol Bureau Left with an empty set of kept across the street in the 
building in ddenwalt@oklahoman.com buildings just 10 minutes from county courthouse. 
anticipation the Texas border, the county Losing the Corrections Depart- 
of its auc- WAURIKA — When the Okla- transferred the site back to its ment revenue stream in March 
tion. homa Corrections Department original owner. The detention hurtthecounty’s pocket, he said. 
ended contracts to hold state center is now up for public auc- “If they could prove they were 
[PHOTO prisoners in county jails, Jef- tion Nov. 29. saving money I’d be OK with it, 
PROVIDED] ferson County lost out on rev- Ricky Martin, chair of the 
enue for the 80 or so inmates county board of commission- SEE JAIL, 2A 
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Medi b fusing. Th 
GOT QUESTIONS? 


LUNCH AND LEARN December 4* e 11:00 am 
Mepbicare 101 and 
Learn the basics about Medicare December 6* e 11:00 am 


Parts A, B, C and D during this 701 N.E. 10th 
informative presentation with lunch. Oklahoma City, OK 73104 


Seating is limited. To register or if you have questions, please call Mary at 405-280-5539. 


